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Due to the evolving situations, the topics, co -curricular activities and the readings used for this 
course are subject to change.  An updated outline and schedule is given to students at the 
start of each course.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Course Title and Number:  Transnational Studies: Global Diasporas  
    
 
 
Instructor:    Paru Raman  
 
 
Course Objectives:  
The aim of this course is to highlight how London has always been host to 
diverse cultures and peoples, which informs its present  multicultural 
landscape. The course takes a historical and anthropological perspective, 
charting how different communities came to, and settled in London, and will 
highlight the contributions they have made and well as the difficulties they 
have faced. It  illustrates how these communities changed the face of 
London, and developed a complex sense of place and belonging. The main 
focus is on African and Asian diasporas after 1945, but an introduction to the 
Jewish and Irish experience is included. The course  will ground students in the 
idea of diaspora, the ambiguity of diasporic identity , the making of 
community, and look critically at changing concepts of race, nation, and 
citizenship in Britain. Students will be taught using core texts, literature, and 
film, as well as site visits to places of historical and contemporary interest.  
 
¥ To critically examine important areas of contemporary social theory which 

deals with issues of migration, diaspora, multicultural London, and the idea 
of cultural transformations . 

¥ To ground students in the historical basis of these issues.  
¥ To explore ideas of representation in relation to identity and experience.  
 
 
Course Learning Outcomes:   
¥ Students will develop an appropriate knowledge base.  
¥ Students will develop an awareness of  methodological issues in the study 

of diaspora  cultures in London.  
¥ Students will develop appropriate analytical skills.  
¥ Students will develop appropriate research and communication skills and 

reflect critically on their own learning processes.  
 
 
Further reading will include:  
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G. H. Gerzina    Black London  
R. Winder   Bloody Foreigners: the story of immigration 

to Britain, (London, 2004).  
R. Cohen   Global Diasporas: an introduction, (London, 

1997). 
 
A. Brah   Cartographies of Diaspora: the Asian in 

postwar B ritain, (London, 1996).  
P. Fryer,   Staying Power: the history of black people in 

Britain, (London, 1984).  
N. Merriman, (ed.)  The Peopling of London: fifteen thousand 

years of settlement from overseas, (London, 
1993). 

R. Visram,   Asians in Britain: 400 years of history, (London,  
2002). 

R. Ramdin,   Reimaging Britain: 500 years of Black and 
Asian history, (London, 1999).  

J. Procter   Dwelling Places: postwar black British writing 
(Manchester 2003)  

P. Oliver (ed.)  Black Music in Britain: essays on the Afro -
Asian contribution to popular music , (Milton 
Keynes,  1990). 

J. Hutnyk (ed.)   Dis-Orienting Rhythms : The Politics of the 
New Asian Dance Music,  (Atlantic 
Highlands, 1997).  

S. Hall, ÔThe Multicultural QuestionÕ, in B. Hesse, 
ÔUn/settled MulticulturalismÕ, (London, 2000), 
pp. 209 -242. 

 
For a glossary of terms common in Diaspora Studies, see:  
U. Hannerz         Flows, Boundaries and Hybrids: Keywords in  

Transnational Anthropology, 
www.transcom.ox.ac.uk/wo rking_papers.htm  

 
Online Resources:  
www.movinghere.org.uk  
www.bbc.co.uk/london/unitedcolours  
www.oldbaileyonline.org/history/communities/black.html  
www.fantompowa.net/Flame/slavery_in_london.html  
www.museumoflondon.org/MOLsite/learning/features_facts/general_3.html  
 
 
Topics covered will include:  

¥ Britain and its colonies . BritainÕs historical relationship with peoples that 
later migrated to Britain, including slaver y, indentured labour, and 
colonial rule. The emergence of diaspora populations under colonial 
rule. Changing ideas of race, nation and Empire, which shaped 
perceptions of Ôthe otherÕ.    
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¥ Migration to Britain and the ÔpeoplingÕ of London . History of migrati on 
to Britain and settlement in London. The tension between migration as 
central aspect of human history and the idea of the nation as a stable 
and contained entity. The creation of the idea of ÔusÕ and ÔthemÕ. 
Histories of famous (and not so famous) black  Londoners.  

¥ 1945: ÔLondon is the Place for MeÕ. Postwar Britain. Reasons for New 
Commonwealth migration. Jobs and housing. Expectations of new 
migrants. The idea of Britain as the ÔhomelandÕ. Reception to migrants. 
Reasons for racial tensions. Notting Hill  riots. 

¥ Notting Hill Carnival . African and Asian communities and cultural 
resistance. History of carnival. Creation of Ôdemocratic spacesÕ through 
cultural interaction and blurring of racial boundaries.  

¥ Other ÔothersÕ. The Jewish and Irish presence in Lond on.  
¥  ÔHere to StayÕ. How New Commonwealth migrants became 

permanent residents. Political struggles for rights and citizenship. 
Complex identities that were British but also diasporic.  

¥  ÔThe Lonely LondonersÕ. The immigrant experience in London through 
lite rature including Sam SelvonÕs ÔThe Lonely LondonersÕ, Hanif 
KureishiÕs ÔThe Buddha of SuburbiaÕ, and Monica AliÕs ÔBrick LaneÕ. 

¥ Diasporic Religion in London . How forms of religion have been 
transplanted, transformed and helped in the building of community.  
West African pentacostalism, diasporic Islam and changing forms of 
Hinduism.  

¥ Stephen Lawrence and the crisis of national identity . Continuing racism 
and attempts to combat it. The changing face of London. Does 
London reflect wider British identity?  

¥ Transnational rhythms . The diasporic London music scene, form Lord 
KitchenerÕs calypso to Reggae to contemporary Bhangra, Fusion and 
Rap.  

¥ Muslims in London . Diversity of Muslims.  Changing perceptions of 
Muslims since September 11. Construction of the Muslim Ôot herÕ. 
Consequences of demonisation of Muslims.  

¥ Diaspora Tales . Black British films and the diasporic consciousness. How 
the diasporic experience has been represented in film. Black films and 
the wider British audience.  

¥ The New Diasporas . New immigration to  London. Reasons for new 
migration. Myths and realities about new migrants. The role of the 
media in creating new ÔothersÕ.  

¥ Multicultural London ? Examination of the meanings of multiculturalism 
and the contemporary diasporic landscape of London. Discussio n of 
main themes of course.  

 
Co -curricular activities will  include:  
 

¥ Brick Lane Tour + meal  
The area is historically associated with the social deprivation of 
LondonÕs East End (prostitution, dock workers, charitable missions and 
housing) and has been the place of entry into British life for waves of 
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foreign immigrants. French Huguenots gave way to Irish, Jewish and, 
most recently, Bangladeshi settlers connected with the restaurant and 
clothing trades Ð all mixed in with those cockneys who remain despite 
recent gentrification. A good field trip for sampling  the sights, smells 
and tastes of an area very different from Kensington.  

 
 
 
Instructional Methods:  
The core of the course will be based around a series of lectures, classroom 
discussions, and student pres entations. In addition, in some weeks students will 
be required to view a film or visit a location that will give them added insight 
into the topics under discussion. Students will be provided with course packs 
containing the core readings and encouraged t o use online resources.  
 
 
 
Assessment  Plan: 

¥ 2 assignments of 2000 words each from a list of questions given to 
students at the start of the course, due in week 5 and week 11. (50%)  

¥ 1 10 minute class presentation. (10%)  
¥ Final test, where students must answe r two questions out of 10 on 

London and its Diasporas, as reflected in the course content. (30%)  
 

¥ Attendance (10%)  
 

The assessment criteria for written work and presentations will be as follow:  
 

¥ the success with which the student has addressed the topic in  question 
and whether there has been an answer given to the question (i.e. 
relevance)  

¥ the originality, ambition and scope of the essay/presentation in terms 
of the topic being addressed (i.e. content)  

¥ the structure and form of the essay/presentation (i.e. argument)  the 
delivery of the essay/presentation in terms of attention to clarity of 
expression, and technical clarity (i.e. expression).   

 
 


