
 

Sporting London 
Studying British Identity & Culture through the Olympic Games 

 

 

This course has been designed to provide international students an opportunity to 
understand sports in a British context against a backdrop of the Olympics, with London as the 
host city - 1908, 1948 & 2012. The module presented from a historical and contemporary 
perspective will examine a series of themes and issues, primarily through sports history and 
the sociology of sport, with supplementary references to economics, politics and the media.  

Course Objectives: 

• to provide the students with the skills to analyze sports as a social phenomena and use 
them as an analytical tool to illuminate contemporary situations and problems in the 
international arena. 

• to provide an insight into the wide range of British sports and sports organizations 
through practice and study visits. 

• to apply a sociological lens to the world of sports and athletics through the 
incorporation of academic writing, popular media and personal experiences and 
observations. 

Course Outcomes: By the end of the period of instruction and practicum, the students will be 
able to: 

• analyze the role of sport in the construction of local, national and international 
identities 

• consider the relationship between sport, politics and ethics 
• examine the social structures and cultural trends influencing sports participation and 

consumption 
• assess the impact of commercialism and globalization on contemporary sport 
 



 

Co-curricular activities in London will include: 

• Students will have the opportunity to meet with officials of the 2012 Olympics 
Committee such as Dame Kelly Holmes and Lord Sebastian Coe who are 
encouraging school and university students to be involved with preparations for the 
big Games. 

• Newham Sports Academy, Stratford -Newham unit for the 2012 Games, to study local 
talent being coached for the Olympics 

• David Beckham Academy, Greenwich – a look at the national schools program and 
academies of sports charity 

• City of London Academy, Southwark – an e.g. of a university PE department in action 
with state-of-the art facilities 

• Academy of Sports (East London)- to study how a partnership with the Tottenham Hot 
Spurs Football Club works to promote football among less privileged sections in the 
East End of the city 

• Conducted tour of Chelsea Football Club and Brentford Football Club. The latter to 
explore the social service element connected with the game. 

• Boxing Academy (East London) Community Project. 

• Interview opportunity with Mayor of London for a briefing on Organising London 2012. 

 

Topics covered: 

1. Playing by the Rules: British Sport a Social history –sport within the wider ambit of 
British life, social, political, financial and international implications; English traditions 
in sports; constructing national identity through Olympics - modernism, Olympicism 
& Olympics as mega drama. 

2. All in the game: Olympics and public diplomacy; using sports to influence 
community -values of national and International Citizenship –conversation about 
Olympic and Paralympic values “from Spectators to Spect-actors”, social justice 
and equality; Pierre de Coubertin -a celebration of mind, body and spirit, values of 
Respect, Fairplay, Excellence, Friendship; Olympic themes. 

3. Not playing around: Sport globalization & commodification, Olympics & consumer 
culture; sport marketing, promotion & promotional strategies relating to UK & 
European sports; Television sport – a study of a BBC,  OB event: Programming, 
Production & Presentation. 

4. More than a game:  Olympic Sports media imagery; mediated gender & racial 
bias, unlevelled playing fields;  “coachtalk”; sports commentators; sport & scandal; 
doping and cheats; flow of athletes – migrants, guest workers or new colonization?  



5. Imagined Communities in the Global Game: English Football and its transnational 
identity; football as a social & cultural phenomena; case histories – Manchester 
United vs Chelsea; Moving with the ball - the migration of professional footballers ;  
the football business. 
 

6. Time Out – English sports on non- Olympics Playing Fields: Cricket, Colonialism & the 
Capital Market; a portrait of the MCC; Lords, the Cathedral of Cricket; Start of Play 
– Wimbledon and British Tennis; Understanding Rugby Union; Polo – a sport for the 
Maharajahs; British Masters – masterly strokes in Golf. 

 
7. Tracking the Olympics’ Ecological Footprints: Re-generating London - from the 

Docklands to the Olympics. This session will examine the Govt’s efforts to make this 
the Greenest Olympics ever. Topics debated will include Olympic site and 
sustainability, economic and social regeneration, and the Thames Gateway 
project. Closely associated issues will include housing and homelessness in an 
Olympic city. 
 

8. Olympic City London: City agendas, Planning and the run-up 2012 – Culture, Politics 
& Spectacle behind the games. 

 

Some Issues and Topics that will be debated: 

1. Can sports be used to generate peace among people or they intrinsically 
exacerbate rivalry? Can they be used as a tool for development? 

2. Analyze the political parallel between sports events and political regimes. 

3. Can Olympics contribute to the fight against gender, racial and economic 
inequalities? 

4. The social benefits of sport: Where’s the proof? 

5. How have racial problems in sports influenced other social arenas? How can the 
athletic playing field be socially levelled? 
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2008 (Official History of the Olympic Games & the Ioc), David MillerMainstream Publishing; 
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2008, Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd; New edition 2006 

Sandvoss, Cornel, A Game of Two Halves: Football Fandom, Television and Globalisation, 
Routledge, 2003 
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Erich Alfred, Power, Politics and the Olympic Games,  Kinetics Europe, 1999 

Shaw, A. Christopher, Five Ring Circus: Myths and Realities of the Olympic Games, New 
Society Publishers 2008 

Tomlinson, Alan, & Young, Christopher, National Identity and global sports events Ð culture, 
politics and spectacle in the Olympics and the foo tball World Cup,  Albany, New York, SUNY 
Press, 2000 

Web pages: 

1. Structure, Members & Rules, Readings: http://www.un.org/members/list.shtml 
http://www.olympic.org/uk/organisation/ioc/organisation/index_uk.asp 
http://www.olympic.org/uk/organisation/ioc/organisation/index_uk.asp 
Maurice Roche.2000 “The Olympics, Internationalism and supernationalism: 
international sports events and movements in the inter-war period” in Mega -Events 
and Modernity: Olympics and Expos in the Growth of Global Culture.  London. 
Routledge 
Allen, Guttman. 1992. “Organizational Strains” in the Olympics : A History of the 
Modern Games.  Chicago, University of Illinois Press 
Anthony King. 2003. “Bosman” in The European Ritual: Football in the New Europe.  
England: Ashgate.  Pp.69-96 



Readings:  Helen Jefferson Lenskyj. 2000. “ The Hidden Costs: Olympics, Impacts and 
Urban Politics in Inside the Olympics Industry: Power, Politics and Activism, Albany, 
SUNY Press. Pp 93-107 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/5141582.stm 
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/hamish-mcrae/hamish-
mcrae-can-the-olympics-help-give-sport-back-to-the-people-886110.html 
http://www.economist.com/world/britain/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11890219 

2. International Efforts – Readings: UNESCO International Charter of Physical Education 
and Sport : http://www.unesco.org/education/nfsunesco/pdf/SPORT_E.PDF 
http://www.undp.org/partners/foundations/sport/cases.shtml 
http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/worldwideprograms/footballforhope/index.html 
http://africa.berkeley.edu/Courses/SportDevelopment/GenderSportDevt-ISA2007.pdf 

3. Olympic Charter:  http://multimedia.olympic.org/pdf/en_report_122.pdf 
Guttmann, Alan, 1978 From Ritual to Record: the Nature of Modern Sports.  New York: 
Columbia University Press, p.15-55 
Alan Tomlinson & Christopher Young, 2006, “Culture, Politics and Spectacle in the 
Global Sports Event – An Introduction” in Alan Tomlinson & Christopher Young eds. 
National Identity and global sports events Ð culture, politics and spectacle in the 
Olympics and the football World Cup,  Albany, New York, SUNY Press. Pp 1-14.  
Analyse the relationship between politics and the Olympic Games: Boycotts, Olympic 
Torch Relay; reading Christopher Young, “Olympic Boycotts: Always Tricky”, Dissent, 
Summer 2008. http://dissentmagazine.org/article/?article=1233 

4. International Efforts – Readings: UNESCO International Charter of Physical Education 
and Sport : http://www.unesco.org/education/nfsunesco/pdf/SPORT_E.PDF 
http://www.undp.org/partners/foundations/sport/cases.shtml 
http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/worldwideprograms/footballforhope/index.html 
http://africa.berkeley.edu/Courses/SportDevelopment/GenderSportDevt-ISA2007.pdf 
 

5. London 2012 specific web pages: 

Organizing London 2012: http://www.london2012.com/plans/index.php 
Plans & Getting Involved 

               Inside the Games : http://www.insidethegames.com/ 
 

6. Olympics & Environment : 

               http://www.greenerbuildings.com/news/2005/07/11/olympics‐londons‐largest‐     
 remediation‐project‐can‐now‐begin 
  

              The show must go on: http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/story.aspx?storycode=6501698 
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/files/documents/charnwood_2021_core_strategy_preferred_option
s_chapter_3_our_vision_for_charnwood/charnwood2021corestrategypreferr2.pdf 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